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COVID-19 Written Answer Reports – April 2020 

 

Question S5W-27975: Jackie Baillie, Dumbarton, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 16/03/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what additional welfare measures it plans to assist 
people affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Aileen Campbell (01/04/2020):  
The Scottish Government is making available £350 million of funding to support local 
government, the third sector, communities and people during this unprecedented 
public health emergency. This coherent, substantial package of funding and support 
will address the financial, social and geographical vulnerability of individuals and 
communities. 
The additional funding includes £50 million to support local authorities with their own 
resilience and hardship plans; £45 million for the Scottish Welfare Fund; £50 million 
to help meet additional demand on the Council Tax Reduction scheme; a £70 million 
Food Fund to support families and older people who would otherwise be unable to 
access food; £40 million to help communities respond to local needs and challenges 
; £48 million enabling support for national and local action by the third sector to reach 
the most vulnerable groups; and £20 million for third sector organisations who need 
capital to tide them over. 
It will ensure that people facing financial hardship as a result of the economic impact 
of social distancing and self-isolation measures have access to direct financial help; 
that local authorities have additional resource to respond to local need; that charities, 
third sector, community and social enterprise organisations remain resilient and able 
to meet new demand with effective and local level solutions; and that no-one faces 
food insecurity as a result of Covid-19. 
 
Current Status: Answered by Aileen Campbell on 01/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28025: Michelle Ballantyne, South Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 20/03/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government when the current Chief Executive of Social Security 
Scotland will leave his post, and by what date his successor will be in place.  
 
Answered by Kate Forbes (03/04/2020):  

There are no plans for the current Chief Executive of Social Security Scotland to 
leave his post. Under the Civil Service Commission Recruitment Principles of 
appointment by fair and open competition, the role was advertised across the UK 
Civil Service recently. However, in view of the current situation regarding COVID-19, 
all non-essential Scottish Government recruitment activity has stopped for the 
foreseeable future and that advert was cancelled. Mr Wallace therefore remains in 
the role. 
 
Current Status: Answered by Kate Forbes on 03/04/2020 
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Question S5W-28039: Jackie Baillie, Dumbarton, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/03/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what additional resources will be provided by the 
Scottish Welfare Fund to local authorities, broken down by authority. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (03/04/2020):  

The Scottish Government is providing an additional £45 million to local authorities for 
the provision of awards from the Scottish Welfare Fund. £22 million of that will be 
distributed immediately using the current SIMD model as set out in the following 
table. The remaining £23 million will be distributed later and targeted where it is 
needed most: 

Scottish Welfare Fund allocations to local authorities 

  2019-20 2020-21 

Local Authority 
Total 

£ 

Budget 

£ 

Covid-19 Additional 

£ 

Total 

£ 

Aberdeen City 1,026,718 1,108,000 596,000 1,704,000 

Aberdeenshire 856,268 924,000 497,000 1,421,000 

Angus 659,131 711,000 383,000 1,094,000 

Argyll & Bute 503,603 544,000 293,000 837,000 

Clackmannanshire 418,378 452,000 243,000 695,000 

Dumfries & Galloway 996,588 1,076,000 579,000 1,655,000 

Dundee City 1,392,296 1,503,000 809,000 2,312,000 

East Ayrshire 1,086,691 1,173,000 631,000 1,804,000 

East Dunbartonshire 431,577 466,000 251,000 717,000 

East Lothian 574,767 620,000 334,000 954,000 

East Renfrewshire 380,500 411,000 221,000 632,000 

Edinburgh, City of 2,635,377 2,844,000 1,531,000 4,375,000 

Eilean Siar 162,128 175,000 94,000 269,000 

Falkirk 1,059,144 1,143,000 615,000 1,758,000 

Fife 2,606,681 2,813,000 1,514,000 4,327,000 

Glasgow City 7,016,002 7,572,000 4,076,000 11,648,000 

Highland 1,270,054 1,371,000 738,000 2,109,000 

Inverclyde 770,182 831,000 447,000 1,278,000 

Midlothian 561,854 606,000 326,000 932,000 

Moray 449,655 485,000 261,000 746,000 

North Ayrshire 1,351,262 1,458,000 785,000 2,243,000 

North Lanarkshire 3,002,964 3,241,000 1,744,000 4,985,000 
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Orkney Islands 83,790 90,000 49,000 139,000 

Perth & Kinross 706,478 763,000 410,000 1,173,000 

Renfrewshire 1,345,810 1,452,000 782,000 2,234,000 

Scottish Borders 627,566 677,000 365,000 1,042,000 

Shetland Islands 75,756 82,000 44,000 126,000 

South Ayrshire 816,668 881,000 474,000 1,355,000 

South Lanarkshire 2,391,467 2,581,000 1,389,000 3,970,000 

Stirling 472,899 510,000 275,000 785,000 

West Dunbartonshire 915,667 988,000 532,000 1,520,000 

West Lothian 1,225,289 1,322,000 712,000 2,034,000 

TOTAL 37,873,210 40,873,000 22,000,000 62,873,000 

  
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 03/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28156: Pauline McNeill, Glasgow, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 30/03/2020 
To ask the Scottish Government whether Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 
assessments will be suspended due to COVID-19. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (03/04/2020):  
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) is a working age benefit which remains 
remain reserved to the UK Government. The Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) announced that face-to-face assessments for ESA will be suspended for 
three months, with effect from 17 March, to protect vulnerable adults from 
unnecessary risk of exposure to COVID-19. The DWP has advised that face-to-face 
assessments will be replaced by alternative arrangements which could involve either 
telephone or paper-based assessments. 
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 03/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28052: Alex Neil, Airdrie and Shotts, Scottish National Party, 
Date Lodged: 23/03/2020 
To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements are being made to defer council 
tax payments for people who have had their income reduced or lost as a result of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Ben Macpherson (07/04/2020):  
Our priority is to ensure that those directly impacted by current events are protected 
and we have asked councils to ensure that recovery proceedings are not initiated in 
these circumstances. The well-established Council Tax Reduction Scheme means 
nobody has to endure hardship or suffering because they have lost their ability to 
pay their council tax, including those impacted directly or indirectly by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. We have already set aside an extra £50 million to 
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fund increased demand for Council Tax Reduction and Social Security benefits, as 
part of our £350 million package of support for communities. 
 
Current Status: Answered by Ben Macpherson on 07/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28067: Michelle Ballantyne, South Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 24/03/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the delivery of contingency plans 
on free school meals during the COVID-19 outbreak varies between local authorities.  
 
Answered by John Swinney (06/04/2020):  

Free school meals are a vital measure for families, children and young people across 
the country and the Scottish Government is very grateful for the work that local 
authorities have already done, by quickly putting measures in place to ensure that 
children and young people who rely on free school meals will continue to receive 
them. 
On Thursday 26 March, the Scottish Government issued guidance to all local 
authority Chief Executives and Directors of Education regarding support to 
vulnerable children and young people. 
The guidance included a specific section on free school meals which recognises that 
local authorities will continue to adopt different approaches depending on their 
individual circumstances and in response to local need. This will ensure that local 
authorities have maximum flexibility in approach in order to meet the needs of all free 
school meal eligible children and young people. 
 
Current Status: Answered by John Swinney on 06/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28068: Michelle Ballantyne, South Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 24/03/2020 
To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with local authorities to 
discuss the expansion of council tax relief during the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
Answered by Ben Macpherson (07/04/2020):  
My officials have been in regular contact with COSLA and local authorities 
concerning the covid 19 pandemic and council tax. Through this we have put in 
place measures to ensure those directly impacted by current events are not asked to 
pay council tax they cannot afford. These measures include asking local authorities 
to allow telephone and online applications for the Council Tax Reduction (CTR) 
scheme; encouraging local authorities to use existing flexibility to backdate a CTR 
application; and to avoid taking enforcement action against a household until a local 
authority is satisfied that the household's income has not been impacted by COVID 
19, and the household are not likely to be entitled to CTR. The well-established CTR 
scheme means nobody has to endure hardship because they have lost the ability to 
pay their council tax. We already provide £351m to fund the CTR scheme, and have 
established a further £50m reserve to provide additional funding for the CTR scheme 
and Scottish social security benefits. 
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Current Status: Answered by Ben Macpherson on 07/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28040: Jackie Baillie, Dumbarton, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/03/2020 
To ask the Scottish Government what provision will be made for the delivery of free 
school meals when schools are closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by John Swinney (09/04/2020):  
All children and young people who rely on free school meals will continue to receive 
them during this period. Free school meals are a vital measure for families, children 
and young people across the country, and the Scottish Government is very grateful 
for the rapid work that local authorities have done already to ensure continuing 
provision. 
The Scottish Government firmly believes that local authorities are best placed to 
design and develop solutions that meet local needs and circumstances as they will 
be aware of the specific challenges and solutions within their region. 
On Thursday 26 March, the Scottish Government issued guidance to all local 
authority Chief Executives and Directors of Education regarding support to 
vulnerable children and young people. 
The guidance included a specific section on free school meals which recognises that 
local authorities will continue to adopt different approaches depending on their 
individual circumstances and in response to local need. This will ensure that local 
authorities have maximum flexibility in approach in order to meet the needs of all free 
school meal eligible children and young people. 
 
Current Status: Answered by John Swinney on 09/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28070: Daniel Johnson, Edinburgh Southern, Scottish Labour, 
Date Lodged: 25/03/2020 
To ask the Scottish Government what support it can offer to people on zero-hour 
contracts who are unable to receive assistance from the 80% wage guarantee 
announced by the UK Government in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (14/04/2020):  
Families and individuals in Scotland who require financial help can apply to their 
local authority for a grant from the Scottish Welfare Fund. We are providing an extra 
£45 million for the Fund to meet additional demand arising as a consequence of 
COVID-19. That is on top of the £35.5 million already provided for 2020-21. 
The Scottish Welfare Fund can provide an immediate source of funding but it is not 
designed to provide a regular source of income. We encourage everyone in need to 
apply for all of the support to which they may be entitled, including Statutory Sick 
Pay, Universal Credit and Employment and Support Allowance. 
The UK Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme does include provision for 
payment to furloughed employees on flexible or zero hours contracts, subject to the 
eligibility criteria being satisfied. We encourage employers with staff on zero-hour 
contracts to check whether they are eligible for support from the scheme. 
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Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 14/04/2020 
 

Question S5W-28244: Elaine Smith, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 06/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that dignity is central to its 
response to food insecurity during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Aileen Campbell (20/04/2020):  

The Scottish Government is committed to supporting communities to respond to food 
insecurity in a manner which places dignity at its heart. 
That is why we are taking a ‘cash-first’ approach to food insecurity, which prioritises 
direct financial transfers where possible and desirable. This is being enabled by 
almost doubling our Scottish Welfare Fund, adding an additional £45 million to the 
£35.5 million already committed. We have also made £30 million available and 
issued guidance to local authorities through our Food Fund, which seeks to promote 
dignified access to food. 
For those at the highest clinical risk from COVID-19, we are offering enhanced 
support, including working with supermarkets to offer priority delivery slots from w/c 
13 April. This enables individuals without other support to access this essential 
service. 
These are some of the ways through which we are supporting dignified access to 
food, founded on principles of human rights. We will continue to be guided by the 
recommendations of the 2015 Short Life Working Group on Food Poverty (The 
Dignity Report) throughout our response to this pandemic. 
 
Current Status: Answered by Aileen Campbell on 20/04/2020 

Question S5W-28265: Lewis Macdonald, North East Scotland, Scottish Labour, 
Date Lodged: 07/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what alternative arrangements it is putting in place 
during the COVID-19 pandemic for people who rely on access to public library 
computers for a range of tasks, including making purchases and claiming benefits.  
 
Answered by Fiona Hyslop (21/04/2020):  

The Scottish Government has established a national digital emergency response 
team to find, equip, train and support households who currently lack access to the 
internet at home and who are in one of the most vulnerable population groups. We 
are working collaboratively to empower people with the access and skills they need 
to become digitally included to continue to make purchases and claim benefits. We 
are developing a service to identify those people, provide them with a tablet, provide 
support to set up the device, and provide ongoing technical support. 
We are also working with the Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) to map 
the arrangements that have been put in place by local authorities throughout 
Scotland for those who rely on access to public library computers. Using this 
information, SLIC have developed a Signposting Resource to support library staff as 
they develop services remotely, including guidance on digital isolation. 
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The UK Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has issued guidance related to 
claiming benefits: if people cannot make claims online, they can do so by phone on a 
free number. Jobcentres themselves are not closing during this time so people can 
still attend appointments in person if they have absolutely no alternative. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Fiona Hyslop on 21/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28220: Lewis Macdonald, North East Scotland, Scottish Labour, 
Date Lodged: 02/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what advice or support is being offered to workers 
who have been made redundant as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak and who are 
ineligible for universal credit as a result of their level of savings or other reasons. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (21/04/2020):  

Workers are encouraged to check whether they are eligible for the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS). If the employee and employer both agree, the employer 
may be able to retain or rehire the employee even if they have no work for them to 
do because of COVID-19. Through the scheme, employers can be supported to pay 
80% of employees’ regular wages, up to a monthly cap of £2,500. 
Workers are also encouraged to apply for all of the support to which they may be 
entitled. Those who are ineligible to receive Universal Credit could receive support 
via contributory benefits, including Contributory Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) or 
Contributory Employment and Support Allowance (ESA). Eligibility for contributory 
benefits depends entirely on National Insurance contributions and is not affected by 
savings or capital or whether the applicant’s partner is working. 
Workers who require urgent financial assistance can apply to their local authority for 
a grant from the Scottish Welfare Fund. We are providing an extra £45 million for the 
Fund to meet additional demand arising as a consequence of COVID-19. That is on 
top of the £35.5 million already provided for 2020-21. The Fund can provide an 
immediate source of financial support but it is not designed to provide a regular 
source of income. Local authority decision makers will be expected to consider 
whether applicants have access to other resources to tide them over the crisis. 
We are also putting in place a range of other measures as part of a £350 million 
package of support to ensure local authorities, community groups and the third 
sector are able to support people and communities affected by COVID-19. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 21/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28682: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to increase the frequency of 
publication during the COVID-19 outbreak of statistical and management information 

javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new%20WebForm_PostBackOptions(%22MAQA_Search$gvResults$ctl00$ctl04$lnkIndividualQuestion%22,%20%22%22,%20true,%20%22%22,%20%22%22,%20false,%20true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new%20WebForm_PostBackOptions(%22MAQA_Search$gvResults$ctl00$ctl04$lnkIndividualQuestion%22,%20%22%22,%20true,%20%22%22,%20%22%22,%20false,%20true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new%20WebForm_PostBackOptions(%22MAQA_Search$gvResults$ctl00$ctl04$lnkIndividualQuestion%22,%20%22%22,%20true,%20%22%22,%20%22%22,%20false,%20true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new%20WebForm_PostBackOptions(%22MAQA_Search$gvResults$ctl00$ctl04$lnkIndividualQuestion%22,%20%22%22,%20true,%20%22%22,%20%22%22,%20false,%20true))


8 
 

regarding (a) applications, (b) decisions, (c) payments and (d) expenditure for (i) the 
Scottish Welfare Fund and (ii) locally administered council tax reduction. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  

We have no current plans to increase the frequency with which we publish 
information about devolved social security benefits, the Scottish Welfare Fund or the 
Council Tax Reduction Scheme. 
Officials are in regular contact with staff in Social Security Scotland and in 32 local 
authorities who are working hard to make sure that payments continue to be made to 
people across Scotland who need help. It is right that they continue to focus on doing 
so rather than on the production of additional statistical or management information. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28683: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government whether Scottish Choices for universal credit 
remains operational, and what management information regarding applications for 
the scheme it has received from the DWP since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  

Universal Credit (UC) Scottish choices remains operational and will continue to be 
offered to all people who are claiming UC, both new and existing claimants. For new 
claimants it is offered following their first assessment period and existing claimants 
can request it at any time via their UC journal, or telephone. 
The Scottish Government receives Management Information on the UC Scottish 
choices once a month from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). Due to 
the outbreak of COVID-19 and the pressures facing the DWP we have yet to receive 
data for February and March. Once we have the data for March, and also April, we 
will be in a better position to assess how the current COVID-19 outbreak has 
impacted on the uptake for the UC Scottish choices compared to previous months. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28684: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what management information it has received from 
the DWP regarding increases in universal credit caseload in Scotland as a result of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  
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The Department for Work and Pensions DWP have provided the Scottish 
Government with management information that shows the number of households 
and individuals making a Universal Credit declaration in Scotland. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28685: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what change in (a) Best Start Grant applications, (b) 
Funeral Support Payment applications and (c) Carer's Allowance Supplement 
caseload Social Security Scotland (i) has experienced and (ii) expects to experience 
since the start of the of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  

The number of applications received, decisions made, payments and expenditure for 
Best Start Grant and Funeral Support Payment since the start of the Covid-19 
outbreak have remained fairly consistent. 
Given the increases seen in numbers of people applying for DWP unemployment 
benefits, it is likely that the number of people in Scotland who are eligible for Social 
Security Scotland benefits will increase. We may therefore expect to see an increase 
in applications, and subsequently expenditure, over the coming months. 
Carer’s Allowance Supplement is made to Scottish recipients of Carer’s Allowance 
on specific eligibility dates. DWP continue to administer Carer’s Allowance, and they 
send us a data twice a year to identify those eligible for Carer’s Allowance 
Supplement on each of the eligibility dates. The data are sent to Social Security 
Scotland around six weeks after each Carer’s Allowance Supplement eligibility date 
to allow them to make Carer’s Allowance Supplement payments. The latest eligibility 
date was 13 th April, therefore we are not due to receive data from DWP until late 
May. We would not anticipate caseload for Carer’s Allowance Supplement to have 
changed due to Covid-19. 
Scottish Government are working with Citizens Advice Scotland to run a campaign to 
support people to find out and access all the financial assistance that they are 
entitled to. This will appear on digital, radio and broadcast channels and be 
supported by a PR campaign. We are also working with other intermediaries to get 
this message out there - creating a bank of stakeholder resources in accessible 
formats and content that can be ordered by voluntary organisations to distribute to 
very vulnerable people in local communities. Social Security Scotland is also 
underpinning this with its ongoing marketing activity to encourage people to access 
the benefits it offers. This includes promoting easements that were included in the 
recent Coronavirus (Scotland) Act. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 
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Question S5W-28686: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary 
for Social Security and Older People on 1 April 2020 (Official Report, c. 53), whether 
contingent workers on the Social Security Programme are being retained. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  

Contractors are retained in the Social Security Programme where their specialist 
skills are needed, as they are in normal times. 
The Scottish Government is committed to supporting all members of our workforce 
during this unprecedented time, as well as ensuring we have the resources 
necessary to continue to build the new social security system, taking account of staff 
absence through sickness or caring responsibilities. Resources are being reallocated 
within the Programme to support current priorities, including focusing resources on 
delivering the Scottish Child Payment as soon as possible, to support families on low 
incomes particularly at risk from the pandemic. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28688: Mark Griffin, Central Scotland, Scottish Labour, Date 
Lodged: 23/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary 
for Social Security and Older People on 1 April 2020 (Official Report, c. 53), whether 
work on the Social Security Programme has been paused. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (28/04/2020):  

As I informed Parliament in my statement on 1 April, work in the Social Security 
Programme has not stopped. We have focused remaining resources on delivering 
the Scottish Child Payment as soon as possible, to support families on low incomes 
particularly at risk from the pandemic. Work also continues on designing our new 
disability assistance, albeit at a slower schedule as this relies heavily on 
engagement with health and social care professionals who are rightly engaged on 
the front line at present. 
Significant uncertainty remains around when we will be able to return to near normal 
working within the Social Security Programme, Social Security Scotland, the wider 
Scottish Government, and with suppliers and partners, including DWP. I will keep 
Parliament updated as the situation becomes clearer. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 28/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28476: Graham Simpson, Central Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 16/04/2020 
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To ask the Scottish Government what the current waiting period is between an 
application being made to the Council Tax Reduction Scheme and a claimant 
receiving confirmation of its success. 
 
Answered by Ben Macpherson (29/04/2020):  

The Scottish Government does not hold data on the length of time between an 
application being made under the Council Tax Reduction scheme and the local 
authority communicating the outcome of that application. Local authorities are 
responsible for the administration of the Council Tax Reduction scheme in their area. 
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Ben Macpherson on 29/04/2020 

Question S5W-28472: Graham Simpson, Central Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 16/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what the current waiting period is between an 
application being made to the Scottish Welfare Fund and a claimant receiving a 
payment. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (29/04/2020):  

This information is not held centrally. Applications to the Scottish Welfare Fund are 
administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities. Data on the time taken to 
process applications and to make payments are collected from each authority and 
published quarterly on the Scottish Government website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/  
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 29/04/2020 

 

Question S5W-28473: Graham Simpson, Central Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 16/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government how many people have applied for the Scottish 
Welfare Fund since the announcement of the additional funding to it on 18 March 
2020. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (29/04/2020):  

This information is not held centrally. Applications to the Scottish Welfare Fund are 
administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities. Data on the number of 
applications received, number of awards made and expenditure on awards are 
collected from each authority and published quarterly on the Scottish Government 
website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/  
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 29/04/2020 
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Question S5W-28474: Graham Simpson, Central Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 16/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government how much of the additional £45 million funding 
allocated to the Scottish Welfare Fund as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak was 
allocated to each local authority and when each received their allocation. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (29/04/2020):  

I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28039 on 3 April 2020. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  
 

Question S5W-28475: Graham Simpson, Central Scotland, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 16/04/2020 

To ask the Scottish Government what the average payment received by each 
successful claimant was from the Scottish Welfare Fund’s (a) crisis and (b) 
community care grant, since 18 March 2020. 
 
Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville (29/04/2020):  

This information is not held centrally. Applications to the Scottish Welfare Fund are 
administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities. Data on the number of 
applications received, number of awards made and expenditure on awards are 
collected from each authority and published quarterly on the Scottish Government 
website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/  
  
 
Current Status: Answered by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 29/04/2020 
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